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D
the·oph·a·ny

/THē ˈäfənē/ 

A visible manifestation to humankind of God.

DE F I N ED

PAGE 1

theophanies 101

E
Derived from two Greek words: theos meaning

God, phaino meaning to appear or show.     God

showings or God appearances.

E T YMOLOGY

I
People from every religion pray.  Most believe they are

praying to God or some deity or a combination thereof.   

But which religion is right?  Who is the true God?

Where is He?  What does He look like? Sound Like? Act

like?  What are His activities?  His surroundings?

 

These are questions that any seeker or believer must

ask as he or she approaches God in worship. 

 

But does the Scripture, the Holy Bible, provide any

answers or insight into the questions mentioned

above?
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Volume 2.

TeachSheetsMARKTWHITTEN.COM

Volume 3.



Of course it does.  This is good news!  Unfortunately, most Christians

could not tell you where these God-sightings occur in our sacred texts,

much less use these passages as a way to engage with God in

prayer/mystical union.  

 

Can you imagine if God came down and physically manifested Himself

on a mountain somewhere in the Middle East tomorrow and some goat

herder on the back-side of nowhere captured it on his cell phone and

uploaded it to Youtube?  Who wouldn’t watch that?  Talk about viral!

 

There are 10 such accounts, ten theophanies recorded in the Christian

Bible, revealing that our God is not only accessible and powerful, but

that He is personal and present: walking with Adam and Eve in the cool

of the day; sharing a meal with Abraham; rapturing the major prophets

and His beloved John into various “rooms” in Heaven.   These are not

ethereal, blurry, quasi-encounter.  They are full-blow, full color, face on

the floor experiences with the Living God.  Written and recorded for us,

so that we can get to know our God better and encounter Him in similar

ways. 

 

These sightings give us glimpses into the activity and beauty of the God-

realm…where He lives, where He rules, who or what is around Him, and

what He is doing. 

 

Each of these encounters elicited a prayerful response.  Each of

these God-sightings were not only mystical, they were personal.  
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Why is it that we so easily overlook the God-sighting accounts in our

own book, of our own God?  Regardless, God is releasing fresh

revelation and encounter with these portals into the very nature,

beauty and activity of God.   And He’s inviting us to “come up here”

and have a look!

 

Scripture exhorts us not to focus our attention on the seen, but the

unseen.  2 Corinthians 4:18 says it this way: “So we fix our eyes not on

what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary,

but what is unseen is eternal.” 

 

How do we do this?  How do we focus on that which we cannot or

have never seen with our natural eye?  Simple.  We use the

theophanies as a grid system for our visionary experience in prayer.

 

Theophanies serve as a sort-of frame-work (or blueprint) for our

imagination to create imagery in our minds so that we too can see

God…so that we can begin to see the unseen, as Scripture commands

us to do!
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Theophanies are and should be the launch pad for peering into the

Heavenly realm, and for accessing the Heavenly dimension where we

already positionally exist in Christ (Ephesians 2:6].  

 
As you begin to read, recite, and meditate on the theophanies, you

will become familiar with the sights, sounds, and smells of Heaven,

you will begin to see God for yourself!  God longs to reveal Himself to

us, but it takes mutual partnership and engagement to really get to

know each other well.   When we start to behold Him, we will

become like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18).

 

It is vital that we use the theophanies in our knowledge of God; that

we conform to His image, the image He revealed to us, in the

Scripture.   As Wes and Stacey Campbell said in their book, “Praying

the Bible”, “Praying the theophanies will keep us from praying to an

extension of our own darkened minds.”  The theophanies are a

safeguard for us in our visions of God. 

 

MARKTWHITTEN.COM

Volume 3.



 

Theophanies remind us that an entirely different dimension l

reality exists beyond our world, beyond space and time.   However,

they also show us that these other dimensional realities, though

distinct, are constantly intersecting and interacting with one another,

much like a weather map that displays various layers of information.

 

When we begin to envision and embrace the realities recorded

in these theophanies, our faith flourishes and our experience

expands.  
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01 Read and re-read the theophanies until they

become absolutely familiar.   

FAM I L I A R I Z E
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Engaging with Theophanies

02
Speak the theophanies or portions of them outloud

as prayers.  For example:  10 x a day for 10 days.

REC I T E

03
As you recite the theophanies, begin to form

mental images (think photographs) of the

scenes being described in the Scripture.  Each

time, focus on more and more detail.  Add to

your images so that they become living scenes

(think video).

I MAGE

04
Once you have formed a living scene, begin to

insert yourself into the theophany.  At first as

an observer, a present witness to the scene.

Then, as a participant.  You may choose to

replace the prophet's name with yours or "role

play" as the prophet himself. Or you may wish

to become a wholly separate participant.

I N S ER T

05 Look around.  Travel, explore the different

aspects and attributes of the scene.  Are there

other places you can visit?  Other sights and

sounds?  Let the Holy Spirit be your guide as

you engage with God in the beauty realm. 

EXP LORE
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OT
Ezekiel 1:1-28

Exodus 19:16-20, 24-25;

20:1-21

Ezekiel 10:1-22

Isaiah 6:1-8

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, 18, 21-

22, 24-27

Daniel 10:1-11:1; 12:8-10

NT
Revelation 1:9-18

Revelation 4:1-11

Revelation 19:11-16
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Heaven must become as familiar as our earth experience.  

 

When the apostle Paul was caught-up into the Heavenly Realm (2

Corinthians 12:2) , he could not discern whether he was in the body or

having an OBE (Out of Body Experience).  His reality had become so

intertwined with the Heavenly realm that he could not tell the

difference.  The Dimensional "overlay" was at work.  

 

This should and can be every believer's experience with God.  The more

we practice, the more we "go there", the more this reality will begin to

unfold, the more the eyes of our heart will begin to be opened and see

into the Heavenly realms.  The more we “see” God, the more we will

become like Him.

 

Every believer should be able to close their eyes and "see" the sea of

glass, the golden city, the gates of pearl, the rainbow, the throne, the

clouds, the lightnings, the very Lord Himself.  We should hear the

thunders and the voices and the rivers and the storms and the wings of

the seraphim!  Hearing, smelling, touching, tasting and seeing that the

Lord is good. 

 

And then fun begins!  As we embrace our extra-dimensional reality, we

will begin to explore and participate in the beauty realm.  In short,

when we see Him, we will know Him and become like Him (1 John 3:2).

Through the use of theophanies in prayer, by faith, we can reach into

what is not yet (eternity), and pull the Kingdom of Heaven into our

temporal reality, thus, participating in the fulfillment of the prayer, "Thy

Kingdom come...on earth as it is in Heaven."
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THE END


